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vestigation, and is nted to
m!tof'h and anxious re-
flection. Coming from highest func-
tionary known % the  Constitution of the
country, it claims from this House a candid
and dispassionate consideration. The in-
e &
u a werful; like the w 0
thaZﬁe Dhu, it rallies a whole clan to its
su 5
. of Ao

are already apparent on the.

er side of the House; and its seems that |

the present Executive is doomed to the fate
of the unfortunate Acteon, who was torn to
ieces by his own hounds. - Whatever may
‘the fate of his author, however, or the
views of members in regard to the details of
the . polic , & majority -of this
House will concur in its most important re-
commendation. :
This message changes the aspect of 4
sectional question; it supersedes an old is-
sue and !muntl a new one. The “‘Wilmot
roviso’’ is no longer the question of the
ay ; it has given place to “Californis
Proviso,” which is ted to this House
and the country with the unqualified en-
dorsement of the Executive. It is impor-
tant that the people interested should be ad-
vised of lhis-chamand the motives which
mpted it. The ‘open defance of the
gu!h to the Wilmot Proviso,” and the
sternly expressed determination to resist it
“at U{_ha;zgr_du and to the last extremity,”
have w

the Union-loving &mponsia

ties of this administration and its Nerthers
supporters,  The representatives of the

North, with the exception of a few ‘‘dis-
tinctive Free-Soilers,’” are willing to aban-
don—nay - have already abandoned—the
*“Wilmot Proviso,” and all are coming, in
unbroken phalanx, to the supporf of the Ex-
ecutive recommendation ; believing the
South will resist the Wilmot. Proviso, with
characteristic discrétion they recede. On
the other hand, the South are not committed
against the present admission of Californio
as a State, and it is believed that, with the
whole powerof this Administration exerted
in its favor, and by an invocation to_the
party prejudices of our people, the Aminis-
tration party every where will support that
measure; and thus, by a. division of our
strength, (which was irresistible, when
united against the Wilmot Proviso,) the
South will be powerless, and submission to
the California proviso inevitable. I am for
the union of the South, in support of the
Constitution and of the rights which descend-
ed to us by inheritance; but there is only
one basis of union for Southern men—op-
position to the declared policy of the pre-
sent Administration, which seeks to build
up an imperishable power on the ruins of
the Constitution and the South.

No argument is necessary to show Lhe
identity o?ltheu two measures. The Wil-
mot Provisoexcludesthe citizens of the Sou
with their property from emigrating to the
Territories of the Union, and appropriates
the common property of the several sover-
eignties composing the Union to the exclo-
sive use and occupation of th& people of the
non-slaveholding States, and is enacted by
Congress primarily. » The California Pro-
vigo 18 the same thing, literally and in sub-
stance, incorporated into a so-called consti-
tution, and C is recommended, by
the present admission of California, to enact
it secondarily. The clearly as-
sumes that the people of the slaveholding
States have no rights in these Territories,
and mommcn;l the l_ttt]er measure, from oﬂl:-
vious reasons pd.lnﬂﬂ upﬂdle“c y @8 the
pr le mode of exelusion. In t{m opin-

jon of the Administration, the question now-
is, not whether the South shall be excluded,

but in what manner it shall be done. 1
must be permitted to decline the discussion
of a false imsue ; to insist upon my right to
be heard upon the merits of this question,
and to protest, in the name of the Southern
people, against this prejudgment of their
claims.

The origin of this policy may be seen in
the movements of General Riley early in the
preceding year. His first act was the jssu-
ance of a proclamation declaring the Mexi-
can law to be in force ; laying off the coun-
try into districts, and calling upon the tran-
sient adventurers who had been lured thither
to elect delegates, toassemble in convention
for the formation of a constitution, prepara~
to i!;.ndmitiun,na Sti:hte,tl::g ﬂlit

ut Riley is a plai n sol-

tent to the work of dewol-

letters
o | O the proper department.”

in the present case, ominous |’

‘the

The accompanying ing —hih.r of Mr. Craw-
I i o35
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1 pécessary s »yon f

The second from a di
tary of War to General
24, 1849 :

“'War Deranraest, August 24, 1849,

ko gt whih ‘appertsioa: 1o 1’ paopse o

Wi e
glmmlh—dnl of ﬁmn? a constitution and
this Department has watched with great care and

the steps already taken t?eﬂ'e;ﬁmtl;a;;

Ilbj.ﬁ‘l- Rglld ou pml.llll on ol
June last asa mﬁcyim:um iupu': to render
jpopular action uniform in respecl to the desired
organization into & more perfect gavernment, it is
seen, with great satisfiietion, that your pmm
tions had been nccepted with great cheerfu
and alacrity, except in few instances, where it is
mppsud a.alﬁlh.md u::pau'igti.c m:l.iveu. pm::iled-.

“GEO. W, CRAWFORD,

¢ Secretary of War,
¢ Brevet Brig. Gen. RiLey
“ Monterey, California.”
But, as more conclusive than all else, ]
refer to the following extract from the proc-
lamation itself: '
: “ The m:lthu'* ‘here indicated to a@mwhni_.

esired in Pm " i-
v v g g g e e Sy
can be adopted, and one fully aul.hori.z_ednb‘v law,
Tt is the course advised by the President and by the
Secretaries of State and of War of the United States,
and is calculated to aveid the innumerable evile
Sl e cacsarti e oy bt &
it will meet l;?: ion of the le of Cali-
fornia, and that citizens will unite in car-
ryma':r. into exeeution, A2 y

“(ziven at Monterey, California, this 3d day of
June, A. D. 1849. B. RILEY,

“Bt,Brig. Gen. U.8,A., and Gov. of California.

“Official : H. W. HaLrEck,

“Bt. Capt. and Sec’y of State."

The verbal and confidential instructions
given to Mr. King are not imparted in the
message ; but they can be ascertained with
facility and cer‘ainty by looking to his acts
and  declarations, which -are presumed to
accord therewith, The pregnant sentence
last quoted evidently refers to ‘“ views™ not
expressed in  the written instructions, and
which the Administration deemed it expedi-
ent to reserve as a part of the hidden history
of this transaction. From various sources,
official and unofficial, we are adviged that
Mr: King approved of the plan of operations
originated in the proclamation of General

iley, urged on their rapid execotion, and
in a few months after his arrival in Califor-
nia; the transient adventurers in San Fran-
cisco and its neighborhood elected delegates,
in conformity with the requirements of this

roclamation, who speedily therealter assem-

led in conventicn and adopted the vonstitu-
tion which the President says, ““ I earnestly
recommend may receive the sanction of Con-
gress,”

We have strong reasons to believe that
the ¢ provise” incorporated into this con-
stitution was approved by Mr. King, who
was und to-speak by authority of the
Administration in support of its views, and
who could “with propriety /suggest to the
people of California the adoption of the
measures best calculated to give them
effect.”

But this-is of little importance in measur-
ing the responsibility of the Cabinet. The
Constitution of California has been publish-
ed by the press of the country, and is ac-
cessible to all. The Cabinet have duly con-
‘sidered ite provisions. They know that a
few thousand trancient adventurers, allured
b{ the auri sacra fames, from every quarter
of the globe, to the shores of San Franciscc
and Sacramento, };uve;d :i!hout the authori-
ty of Con elected delegates to a con-
vyention, m’cﬂnvenﬁnﬂ has defined the
limits of a State, extending throvgh ten de-
grees of latitude on the Pacific, with ¢pn
area sufficient for half a dozen States of the
first magnitude, and embracing all that is
valuable for mining, commercial, or agri-
cultural purposes within the Territory of
California. And aftegean assertion of sov-
rei over this national acquisition—less
justifiable than the decrees of Cortes in the
';‘.Iac'e'of Montezuma, or the legislation of

izarro upon the fallen throne of the Incar
~—the convention adopted a fundamental
clause, forever excluding the people of the
South from its occupancy. With a full
knowlédge of the adoption of the slavery
restriction on the Constitution of California,

esident ¢ recommends that

teh of the Secre-
iley, dated August

it ?y receive the sanction of Congress.”

ks 2
; its municipal laws and

time ‘o timé slterir

acquiesce in every other that the Cabinet

of the Union,
of

' mhon, th .'II.
1 eonvention a constitul; ey wi
\possess the power, * under the general prin-

ciples of Constitution,” to determine
their own domestic institutions.. But the
scheme to exclude the people of hall the
States of this Confederacy by the present
population now roaming over tﬁat Territory,
18 1n conflict with the whole spirit of the Con-
stitution, and ought not **to receive the
sanction of Co S S

From all the facts disclosed, it appears

of | that the present State organization of Cali-
"| fornia is the mere creature of a Cabinet in-

trigue, designed to relieve the present Ex-
ecutive from either an approval or a veto of
the Wilmet Proviso. I have no hesitation
in asserting, that the policy recommended is
more obnoxious to the South than the me:-
sure it was intended to supersede. = The
Wilmot Provisa is a bold and open exercise

States, which has the admitted right to le-

straints of the Constitution; while the peos
ple who have assumed to incorporate the
same proviso into the constitution of Cali-
forpia have no color of authority to legislate
for any purpose or to” the most limited ex-
tent,

The several States composing this Con-
federation acquired an indefeasible title to
the Territories of California and New Mex-
ico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
the ratifications of which were exchanged
on the 30th of May, 1848, The several
States, or the people thereof, became joint
tenants of this common domain, entitled to
equal rights therein, which the Federal Go-
vernment, as the-agent of all, is under the
highest obligation to protect.  In accord-
ance with this obligation, it devolved on the
last Congress to extend over it Territorial
governments, which would invite the emi-
gration of American citizens, with their
property of every deuc%ption, from every
section of the Union. ut the prevailing
conflict of opinions and passions ‘was fatal
to harmonious action. Confreuu expired
without the exercise of its legitimate au-
thority over the Territories, leaving the
subject to the Constitution of the Unit
States, which is ‘““the supreme law of t
land ;" to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidal-
go, ‘““made under the authorityof the United
States ;" and to the local laws of the Ter-
ritory, as they existed at the conclusion of
the treaty, regulating the relations of the in-
habitants with each other, not in conflict
with either the Constitution or the treaty.—
The termination of the war left a govern-
ment de facto in full operation, competent
to administer the laws, until a more effective
%nwrnment could be provided by Congress.

pon that subject, Mr, Buchanan says :

““Ini thé meantime the condition of the people of
California is anomalous, and will réquive on their

the exercise of prudence and discretion.

y the conclusion of the treaty of peace, the mili-
tary government which was established over them
under the laws of war, as recognized by the prac-
tice of all civilized nations, has to derive
its anthority from this source of power. Butis
there, for thia reason, no government in Culifor-
nin? Are life, liberty, and property under the
rotection of no existing authorities ? *This would
ea i phenomenon in the face of the world,
and especially among American citizens, who are
dmungmahedy above all other people for their law-
abiding character. Fortunately, they are not re-
fhnesd ] :I&:; sad condition. 'i"‘ne terminntion of
€ war an Bmuﬂg vernment—a vern=-
ment de facto—in full npmgl?on ; and this wgifl con-
tinue, with the presumed consent of the people,

until Congress shall provide for them a tersitorial
vernment. The t law of necessity justifies
is eonclusion, e consent of the peaple is

irresistibly inferred from the fact that no civilized
community could possibly desire to abrogate an
existing government, when <the alternative pre-
sented would be to place themselves in a state of
anarchy, beyond the protection of all laws, and
reduce” them to the unhappy necessity of submit-
ting to the dominion of the strongest.”’

This was the condition of California and
New Mexico when the present Administra-
tion succeeded to office, on the 4th of March
last, -
I now proceed to inquire whet were the
duties of the Executive in relation to these
territories 7 Under our form of government,
the President possesses neither legislative
nor judicial power. The Constitution dis-
tinctly defines the several departments and
the a ro‘rriala functions of each, vesting in
thie President powers purely executive :

“The executive power shall be vested in a Pre-
sident of the United States of Amerien."’

“The President shall be commander-in-chief of
the army and navy of the United States, ™

* He shall tnke cure that the laws shall be fuith-
fully executed, ™

‘Ge have seen that a government de facte was in

tion, with full capacity for 1he preservation
og order and the efiicient administration of the
aws. It wns his duiy, 1o the extent of his power,
to maintain the existing government wmiil ;Con-
gress exerted its parnmount power to ab te
and to **take care that the laws be fuithfully exe-
cuted.” SThe Constitution was  **the supreme
law of the land;" and if’ it had been futhfully ex-
eeuted—il the great principle which it embodies
of equanl rights to all the eitizens of the several
States of this confederncy had been recognized
and enforced inthat territory—a slaveholding
ple would now and_forever hereafier control ite
political destiny. PBut, mstend of sustaining the

; ent de faclo, the first movement of the
xdmmm:m wus to send out an emissary to
instigate its overthrow. Instead of nking care
“*that the laws be faithfully executed,” the Con-

_supfer "' Inmtead of
the

stitution, which is ** the Inw of theland,"

gy | e et contmpouly diregaried, i e
' | civil code of & hn?du'rgmlﬂ recogni
o ¢ fl‘pa the

t ", the only law-

o | Unite ; ﬁﬂad-.
e| vised to adopt it. Their right to do so is
considered un‘quuﬁonlble.mnm $m;y

| State has the right ishi

from nou;m .to

may the Californians adopt ; dulh

: &,pm“ Colirin s ﬁu@%‘ magain
¢.| full sover when it not yel

ch M'wﬁ cank of a temritorial

of power by the Congress of the United | *&®
gislate for the Territories, subject to the re- | for

d that there is more
prization than in a
venty thousand free-
er Lo serve one than

man
trution, its in-

in the affairs. i would excite

TINE, | i 1igh ‘charitably i 0
domestic institutions.’” - The first statement i".',m """""'-‘,?d.,f iﬁ';“ ’ __Bu;y;ﬁﬁﬁu:n and
assumes that the sﬂﬂw uly ob- | cases—strictly nnalag 8—t indelibiy impressed
ject to a certain form of exclusion, and will | ¢ ' Sahon of Loais-

of Mr. Jefferaon,
on of Florida) un-
: th of the first
il now to the high-
use their eon-

1 dom and virtue
than all, becanse
administeation of
the purer and better
were acquisitions of

etled ')- a ign
preaen and iﬁ;}y C he e
the t case, ere subject to the aame
ﬁwa. viz: the Coustitution of thg United States,
the treaties of cessions, and the privatelocal laws,
not_in mn:mc:l with either. . I Mr. Jaﬂ'.;rnon
send a_political emissary to Lousinna to advise
the muupohud Creoles, numberingiabout 90,000, to
rise up in defiance of the powers 9
eatablish

a moluﬁz rf;?lh m;u: ?Iamdve
{ the government de fuacto ! one 8o,
imuﬂ have ** earnestly recommided’’ to Con-
gress the immediate admission of i

000 sqitre miles, as_one State into, this Union ?
On the contrary, Mr, Jeflerson called Congress to-
gether on the 17th of October, 1808, weeks
earlier than the day fixed by the preceting Con-
gress, and submitted the country to ils {urisdic-
tion. :

A similar policy was pursued by Mr. Monroe,
who followed the illustrious example of Jefferson;
feom which the present Cabinet, thoug pledged
to imitate our **earlier Presidents," has
first to rt. Lrepeat, “the first to depart,”
notwithstanding the inferences which nay be
drawn from the following sentence of thi ‘mes-

.

“¢ [t is understood that the people of the western
t of California have formed a plan’ of a Btate
constitution, and will soon submitthe same ty the
judgment of Congress, and apply for uﬂmtkmn
as a State. This course on U eil:dpn.rl. though in
accordance with, was not adopted exclusively in

e of, any expression of my wishes,in-
asmucl as measures tending to this end had been
promoted by the officers sent there by my prede-
ceasor, and were already in active progress of ex:
ecution beforeany communication from me reached
California,’’

Very true.  Riley was sent to California by the
p g Administration; but his proelamation
was not issued until the arrival of King, and
it was ascertained that the present government
had, *“by anticipation,”” approved of that meas-
ure If King’s instructions hud mn%mled m;.h
Riley’s programme of organization, of course the

mrnmgtion would have been puppressed; for

ing was at once recognized by the public func-
tionaries in that distant province as the bearer of
the Sultan’s firman, from whom there was no
appeal, and no alternative but obedience or the
bow-string. The present Cabinet dare not make
the charge directly that Mr. Polk gave counte-
nance to the scheme which has been 8o success-
fully carried out under their administrution. They
can” only venture to say that measures tending
that way had been promoted by officers sent there
by Mr. Polk, from which some may draw the in-
férence that he npproved the course adopted by
his own subordinates. 1f mnde directly or infer-
entinlly, I should feel authorized, from an exami-
nation of the subject, to rd it us & craven as-
persion of the character of that eminert states-
man, whose fame is ow the fume of his country,
of which you, and I, and all of us are the guar-
dians.

In his annunl message of December 23th, 1848,
the last official communication embracing this sub-
jeet, we find his views stated with the dignity and
independence befitting the importance of 1w sub-
jectand his high officinl station. Unused w0 equi-
vocation and untramelled by the restrainis of
political expediency, his opi on the subject of
the Wilmot Proviso was proclaimed 1o Congress,
with the notification that the enactment would be
registed by the Presidential veto. At the same
time, he urged that it was * the solemn duty of
Congress to provide, with the least practicable de-
lay, for New Mexico and California, regularly
organized territorial governments.” Congress
was further admonished of the danger of delay,
and earnestly invoked, for the sake of the Union,
“ 10 adjust at its present session this, theonly dang-
erous question wm:.h lies in our path.” ;

hese recommendations are too plain to be mis-
taken or misrepresented, and are, in effect, a dis-
claimer on the part of the Executive of legialative
ower, and a reference of the subject to Congress
or its adjustment; they are n condemnation by
anticipation” of the proceedings of Riley and
King, and an unanswerable refutation of the views
of the present Cabinet. The whole policy of
President Polk may be summed up ina few words
—the immediate adjustment of this question by Con-
gress withowt the Wilmot Proviso. This wos an-
nounced in his first message after the acquisition
of those territories, with singular felicity and
power, and reiterated in each suceeeding one with
an earnestness of feeling and & force of argument
which increased with the imminence of the Ra_ngef.
A recurrence to the action of the late Executive is
gratifying to his friends.. He did not look for the
rules ofnfaia conduet 1o selfish expediency, but to
the unchanging principles of the Constitution.
He did not rely upon a concealment of his opin-
ions for the success of his Adminstration, bl.ll
upon a thorough understanding of himself, his
motives, and his principles, by the great mass of
his countrymen. It wna his characteristic to meet
danger with heroism, and to grapple with the pas-
sions and prejudices hostile to the Constitution
and the Union, and overpower them by the irre-
sigtible force of truth, In vivid and sublime con-
trast with his successors, he sought safety neither
in a concealment bf opinion or Emlannnmem of
action. I am happy to believe that his country-
men, forgetful of past J;qrty divisions, are now
paying to his memory the wibute of their admira-
tion-and gratitude; that his posthmous fime is un-
dark y the mistg which surrounded its morn-

ing beams. 4
Administration which shuns usibility,
ctises concealment, and resorts to the cunning
evices of political ﬂxprdientﬁ, cannot long sur-
vive the public contempt. The present one, not
yet a year old, wears the aspect of effete and
imbectle- senility,  In the hour of its conception,
the seeds of death were planted-in the heart of the
embryo, and the throes and nagonies of its partu-
rition were istakable evid that they had
germinated and would speedily fructify into a har-
veat of death, The living principle of popular
support no ]onftr gives sustenance 1o its lottering
decrepitude. Its recommendation of inaction, in
reference to the question which of all others de-
mands immedinte action, springs from aconscions-
ness of weakness, and is the wail of the sick old
man, who begs for repose when the deepening

it, | shades of eternal night are closing around him.

But the hiss of human ‘lmauimw by this queralous
appenl caunot be hushed.  Events roll on, casting
lll:uir lengthened shadows before them, threaten-
ing, in their unchecked course the destruction of
the Constitution and the Union,

I trugt that the remarks [ have felt constrained
by asense of duty to make, touching the proposed
policy of the Administration, will in ne gqrn be
auributed to partisan oppositon, My object ix to
discuss the question of the rights of theSouth in the
P’I'Mcrritonu' of Cnli.f;min lx::d ‘f“{q &m’m. its

aspect—to show that the L ““pro-

vino'' has been susperseded by MEmmm
commendation, which the South may and will
defou_t.;if they meet it wiuégmwu,m de-
termin . Rogarding. as & practical
abstract

right, but the setual nsufruct of'

r of the Government, the Cabinet | common property; and I acknot | no party
er of lpgitlation; and, not being it- | obligations whei ean restrain g
on, does the work | .| both, No which threaten ¥ i
B government 10 _ of parties or of the Union are terrible eénough Lo
ession, 290 member: a8 | justify a further sacrifice onour _appeal to
o perform, is the Constitution, and demand for my m
s deputation from the Cabinet. | right 1o carry negro slaves upon the land of which

June 27, 1860.

of | the slx

[ Congresa, and | fath

territory, contsining an area of mde than 1,100- | [ d

question, I ahall ingist not ulﬂf‘ﬂﬁn_*‘ in thi baga of
South in this

they are joint tenants. ‘To those whoare disposed
m.-nqsm:? views, I commend a more attentive
rending of that inatrument, They will find that
it not oulxwgmutde( slavery where it exists, but
provides for its extension. In the States where
slaves existed, they were made the basis of appor-
tionment and taxation, thereby contributing two
of the great elements necessary to republican gov-
ernment, viz : represantation to express its vuice,
money for ita support.
~ To extend the imlmon indefinitely, it probib-
ited the passage of anylaw to stop the importation
of slaves from Africa, and elsewliere, prior to the
year 1808, ‘Another clause, with a view to its
tuation forever, provides for the re-capture of
ves who escape to non-slaveholding States.
Notwithstanding these plain stipulations between
Iding and non-slaveholding States, con-
i e essential, vital provisions of the Con-
stitution, without which all admit the Confedera-
tion could not have begn formed, we are cantingly
told that “ slavery is m sin, and the North is op-
posced to its extension.”. +*We,he philanthro-
of this day, are better than the sages und
eroes, purifiec I\?' the trinls of the Revolution
and covered with its glories, who assembled in the
old hall of the Confederation in 1787."" T have
no reply to make to these pharisaical pretensions;
they are beneath contempt, I am content with the
religion of the Bible, and the Coustitution of our
ers, uncorrupted by the comments of the
pseudo moralists and statesmen who now shed
their coruscations upon us. I shall certainly not
condescend to reply to the puling sophistry upon
this subject, so often heard in this House, Were
i to argue the question of slavery, with-
out reference to the Constitution, in all its rela-
tions, religious, moral, social, and political, no
fear of its muccessful vindication would restrain
me. [t would seem to be profanation to eall an
institution of society irveligious or immoral, which
is expressly and repeatedly sanctioned by the
word of God; which existed in the tents of the
patriarchs, and in the households of His own
shosen people; and a perversion of the truth or
history to denounce that institution as a social or
political evil, which existed in all the free States
of antiquity, and is inseparably connected with the
nrts and arms, the science and literature, the paint-
i“ﬁ and statuary of Greece and Rome—upon
which was erected a civilization which lit up the
ancient world, and now illumes our own! Butin
our country we have the most striking and bril-
tiant illustrations of' the benefits of alavery, in the
vast areas redeemed from the wilderness, where
malarin forbade the emigration of whites, and
which now teem with the production of Southern
staples; in the large amount of valusble exports,
the product of slave lubor, which freight the keels
of commerce to every harbor of the world, and
bring in return imports of corresponding value;
in the individual prosperity and happiness of our
people, without example in any other social orga-
nization; in our political stability, where no armed
police is n for the suppression of mobs,
and the mace of the civil magistrate is omnipotent.
But I cannot Furuue these general reflections,
which are out of place when uttered here. Our
right on each side grew out of the Constitution,
and I am willing to abide by its stipulations and
compromises without re-opening for controversy
questions which were definitively settled by its
adoption. Slavery being ized by the Con-
stitution, and provision made for its perpetuation
and extension in the clauses referred to, [ con-
sider all the

ties' to it, according to every
known principle of Tegal construction, as estopped
by the record from assai inE it by word or act.

The peom::i:' the Nor&.cou with nl'il‘ll.lt!h more

riet, any o Rpecies ropert

m uns:lar the lm{nmpul Tawn OF the axlrzl
States; for, with two exceptions, viz: the right of
property in negro slaves, and the exclusive righi
of authors and inventors ‘‘to their respective
writings and discoveries,” the Constitution does
not recognize the private rights of property, nor
stipulate for their protection, but leaves them as
they existed under the municipal laws. It results
that we have a double protection: the municipal
laws of the several States, and the express stipu-
intimll: t:it' the (?:mulitulimll.I edSIaven w.ml'e regarded
as o kind of erty entitled to special and pecu-
liar favor, m!:lm ugureylhererore uinp?:d out hl; the
Constitution from the mass of othér property—
invested with higher dignity and gnarded with
grealer mecurity—too precious to be intrusted
solely to State laws, the Constitution has thrown
its protecting megis around it.

Upon all. these pointa, however, Northern re-
presentatives pretend to differ with us, and insist
upon the right to exclude the South from the com-
mon property. [t remains to be seen whether the
Youth will meet the “ California proviso,’’ with
resistance, *‘ at every hazard,” and to the last ex-
tremity,’'’ as she did the *“ Wilmot Proviso.""
am unwilling to live under the Union without the
Constitution; the North cansiot live and flourish
without the Union. Much aa they hate slavery,
they love the Union more, and are willing to go
nqﬂ[lu?}w; in their 1ons I;:mn]iu cnnsille:jr
with its duration. in in striki illustrat
in the history of the “Wilmot Prn:gwg. R

Upon the first in‘roduction of that measure in
the 29th Congress, it received the sanction of this
House, as i?ﬁid at every succeeding session until
the present. Within a few days past it has been
laid upon the table by the votes of those known
to be pledged to the exclusion of slavery from
every foot of the common domain. This is a move-
ment to elude Southern resistance and save the
Union. They clung with iron tenucity to thie
favorite measure, until ‘convinced that the choice
was between the Proviso and the Union; and then
true to their instinets, they chose the latter, But
the South has not gained the battle. The enemy
has only changed front, to wheel into line, and
renew the assault. Our only safety now is in
standing to our arms,

They have deposed their old leaders—FHale,
Saward, and Giddings—and rallied under the ban-
ner of ‘‘the hero that never surrenders.”’ Upon
that banner is inscribed, ‘*the Union without the
Constitution.”” As the Roundheads of Cromwell,
when they charged the foe, were ordered to sing
hosannas to the King of Hosts, they shout ho-
sannas to “*the Union," and for the same rensons.
They know it is a word of inapiration to every
American citizen, calling up memories full of
glory and grandeur—a word of idolatrous wor-
ship, engraven upon the altar of our political tem-
ple. As the Persinns fall prostrate before the
ri.aing sun, so we are expecied to bow to the
ommpotence of a word. I grestly mistake the
character of our Eaen}:ﬂc, and underrate their intel-
ligence, if a recollection of pust glories can make
them insensible to present shame. Notall the
prestize which clusters around the brow of the
military hero, nor the charmed sway of the word
“Union,” can lull the people of IKE South nto
submisgion. The wrongs practised under this
Union have induced them to refleet upon its
operations, and to inquire whether, in the course
of evenls, its dissolution would be promotive of
their security and liappiness or otherwise. With-
out extinguishing the love of the South for the
Union, these reflections have lad to the opinion
that we have within ourselves all the elements of
wenlth, prosperity and national power, which,
under a separate confederntion, would be devel-
oped with unexampled rapidity.

With a territory of more Lﬂun eight hundred
thousand square miles, and a population of nine
millions, we would at least be more stable in
dimenaions and numbers than were our mneestors
of 1776, at the commencementof the revolutionary
contest und, if the worst eanhnifhes resulted from
dissolution, would not have a sturdier foe to en-
counter nor a more protracted triumph over op-
pression. But there would be no caunse of war, in
the event of separation : as our Northern neighbors
would be no longer responsible for the ‘*sin of
slavery,” of course they would letus alone, in our
harmless pursuit of happiness and prosperity.
Our policy would not indru“:e us to have much con-
necton with them. Muanuficturing skill is more
advanced and labor cheaper in Old than in New
England; and thy lntter would be consequently re-
lieved from the manufheture annually of 500,000
! 5 cotton, as a direct: g‘l‘l’ll’lﬂlnll’l-
tion w unnohﬁl u, tween our
Southern ports and - .P?Ee mp wise trade
would be en up, and we would

‘are now about double those of the North,
our imports should correspond; but do
not.av much more than

explanation of this is, that our imf-oru'do not

mhﬂﬁhnmdnf Northern bottoms. Our | the

now return 1o us directly, but much the larger por-
ion reach us indirectly through the ports of the
‘Worth, and are there taxed w‘th the onerous pro-
fits of capitalists, importers, merchants, ship-
owners, and others, who thus mainly subsist upon
Southern labor.
This unnatural course of trade is one of the ef-
fects of' the Union, and, in the abgence of its com-
mercial régulations, the natural laws of trade
would r their d yand the services
of the commercial classes of the North be no lon-
ger required.  Her tonnage now is inconsiderable,
und her shipping would be insufficient for the
reat demundsy :F our exports and imports ; but

the North, who would not be required to serve us
in this way.

‘What would be the effecis of all this upon ‘the
Frﬂul commercial ‘marta now revelling in oppu-
ence -—upon her flourighing manufheturing towns,
swelling intp the importance of cities ‘—upon her

swered by the de ue who, in the eventof
dissolution,  would doomed to howl forever
amid the desolution he will have caused,

The Federal Government raises annually from
imports more than thirty millions of dollars which
go into the national treusury, and indirectly an
immense sum is levied upon the South for the
benefit of Northern manufacturers. This revenue
is expended chielly in the North; and while the
South pays tribute to this Government, she is
scarcely permitted to share in the s
Under a separate. Southern Confederation, we
would be relieved of these burdens; the wealth of
our soil would aceumulate in the hands of its nat-
ural proprietors, to be expended within our own
limits in works of utility and taste,

Our monopoly of the valuable staples of cotton,
tobasco, & , and rice, would insure us the chief
control of the commerce of the world. Our natu-
rul facilities of inlercommunication would invite
an exténded internal commerce. Holding the
mouth of the Mississippi, and the most important
part of its navigable trunk, all the produce of the
nnn-alavhlwldlngﬁlmu. which seeka egreas to the
ocean through its channel, would pay us tribute,
Cuba, with her institution of slavery and kindred
sympathies, is ready to spring into our embrace,
and & fleld of indefinite extension invites us South
and West of the Rio Grande. 'With these views
of future wealth and grandeur lightening up the
path of our destiny, can you believe that we fear
to tremd it alone? When these points, barel
noticed in my remurks, are fully elaborated in all
their amplitude before the Southern Convention to
assemble in Nashville in June next, can you doubt
the unanimity of the South? I believe that love
of the Union 18 still strong with the Southern peo-
ple; but will it be increased by n bold and free dis-
cussion of these topies?

The objegts of this convention are to maintain
the rights of the South, under the Constitution,
and seve the Uniong but I submit to the considera-
tion of the representatives of the North, if it
would not be belter, by a timely display of mag-
nanimity on their part, to concede the one object,
and thereby accomplish the other, without forcing
us to this perilous expedient? The meeting of
this convention is decreed by the irreversible
voice of the people, unless the action of Congress,
in due time, remove the causes of present com-
plaint and future apprehension; und whilst |
avow its object to be conservative, [ should be
wanting in candor were I not to declare that it
may lead to other and far different results. The
intense excitement of’ the public mind is compard-
tively ]::weri.rm now, because of the diversity of
views in regurd 1o the proper remedy for the mis
chief. But this heat is favorable to fusion of
mind upon subordinate details, and the recom-
mendations of the convention are not likely to
meet with a cold reception.from the masses,
egpecially if they are extrem&.ar-revolutionary,
Their effect will be to consecrate the public mind
upon an organized plan of action, w]llich will be
carried into execution with a celerity and energy
which no opposition dare to encounter,

The meeting of the Convention will be preceded
by popular elections for delegates; ocenrring about
the same time throughout the whole South. In
this canvass all those questions which tend to the
estrangement of the people from the Union will
necessarily be introduced, and augment, without
measure, the present excitement. With” these
couses of aggravation, who can estimate the force
of the pressure from withoutupon this conven-
tion? The Continental Congress of 76 were swept
on by the storm of popular exeitement to the de-
claration of American Independence, which forever
dissolved our union with Great Britain, The nets
of insult and injury which kindled the fires of the
revolution were trivial, in comparison with those
which now inflame the public mind of the South.
tHave our people forgotten the memorable decla-
ration, that “when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same objeet,
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
despotism, it 1s their right, it is their duty, tc
throw off such government, and to provide new
guards for their future security?" warn the
North, that the living truth here utiered animates
every Southern heart, and that every voice in
that Convention will proclaim it; that millions of
freemen will shout their joyous responses, until
every hill and valley of the South resound with
the anthem. Do not delude yourselves with  the
fatal error, that the resistanoe of the South is con-
fined to one form of easion—the Wilmot Pro-
viso; and that your objects can be nccomplished
by adopting the subatitute pmroaed by the Cabi-
net. The same resistance will be offered to the
admission of California, We know that the latte:
measure would be followed by immediate results
more injurious to us than the application of the
Wilmot Proviso to all the Territories of the Union.
Representation in both branches of Congress
would instantly follow its admission, and two ad-
ditional Free-soil Senators would give efficient aid
in extending this favored prineiple to our remain-
ing territory. The strict balanee of power no
longer exists in the Senate, but with the aid of s
few herotc friends from the non-slaveholding
States, that theatre has heretofore been doubtful
battle-ground. But with any acecession to the
strength of the North, the parliamentary struggle
could be no longer maintained, From this con-
sideration alone, the present admission of Califor-
nia would meet with détermined and unmeasured
resistance.

Will the representatives of the North attempt,
by the power of numbers, to outrage the Consti-
tution and degrade the South by the admission of
this Territory as a State, witheut the offer of
some equivalent? I suggeat to them to remember
that we are sworn to support the Constitution

and could searcely sit in tame aequiescence and
witness its open and shameful violation, The
attempted consummation of such an act would be
the overthrow of the Constitution which the
Qmple we represent would resist by foree’of arms.
Ve are here as the representatives of the people,
but our obligations to the Constitution and the
SL;;III: les}:t than those of n:lu—r indim'tluv:,l citizens,
who, in the regate are the 7 e assume
additional ob‘:%‘;hfnu! when wnP:t?l::: 08 representn-
tives; but we are relieved from those which rested
upon us as private citizens? My individual opin-

ion i&, that if the Southern people ought to resist a

measure of ession, after its consummation,

we here are under the same or a higher obligation

to resist its consummation. These suggestions
are made, not in the nature of threats or menase,

I do not underrate the firmness of the North; ns a
matter of discretion, it is always proper (o assume
that your antagonist is firm, even if the faet be
doubiful.” But the course proper to be r_mmed in
any and every event }ﬂ for Illlli‘“zesmma,g
Southern members. 1 am wi Huggest,

if my course is not wproved, to follow any path
of honor which may be pointed out by those who
are older and wiser. [ trust that we shall stand
together ns one man, and present our breasts as
the shield of the Constitulion.

Powen n&’lufm.-'ﬁa ul;‘nd v:kl:.le: now
constitutes ity.and county of New York, was
mmwd_&%in Ym‘for toenty four
dollars ! Thin's ‘cheap : yet if that sum had
been uaﬁgnﬁ’.inumu«?wm

. capital would now amount to
of dollars, ar more than the

y i# now worth, deducting what has
o ! the real eqtate since it was pur-
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the English ship-owners would wnderbld thoas, of ple of the South.
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For the purpose of perfecting n complete
adjustment of the present difficulty and ob=
taining & clear acknowledgment of eut
rights under the Constitution, we contend
that the u'timatum of South—the lagt re-
sort—should be the Missouri Compromise of

36 deg. 30 m.
the Nashville Convention, and we are
pleased to see that the suggestion meets with
a generally favorable reception by the peo-
Itis true that this is a
soncession too great to be agreeable to many,
but the fact that it has alreadg been agreed
to, in former years, and in a $fnilar case, is
a far greater argument in favor of this plan
of settling the present difficulty than is gen-
‘It has now the force of
precedent, and the solemn sanction of a
treaty between the two great sections of the
Union. It is but a fresh recognition of a
principle which is already establisked, and
which formerly received the unqualified as-
sent of the American people. There is no
forfeiture of honor on the part of the South
in accepting what she has already accepted
under similar circumstances, and for the at-
tainment of a similar object.

But not only does the Missouri Compro-
mise come to ussanctioned by the Nashville
Convention, but it will, in its adoption, set-
tle the present alarming difficulty, and re-
store peace and a fraternal- feeling between
the now opposing sections. ~ Run the line
through to the Pacific Ocean, and it can go
no farther.

All the territory on one side is ours, to
e in the possession, if they choose to settle
upon it, of Southern men with theirproperty
of every description. No new schemes of
injustice—no fresh demands can.then be
made upon us by the North, “Finality”
will be given to the question—the evil of
the dig—the great hobby of the fanatics.—
Free Soilism will receive a deadly wound—
a perfect guietus, and the foul spirit of Abo-
litionism will skulk away derided and de-
spised, from the councils of the Nation.—
The five bleeding wounds which the Com-
mittee of Thirteen have been so long vainly
endeavoring to heal, and the “broken arm,”
which the old ductor in the Washington Re-
public has so assiduously .desired to ““set,”
neglecting the other wounded members, will
be made whole insthe twinkling of an eye!

In view of the henefits ]il-:ely to result,
we would hesitate long before we disapprov-
ed of this plan of seltlement, or pronounced
it impolitic or unwise on our part to ‘act in
reference to its adoption. . It is a platform
for all to unite upon—it is nothing new—it
secures our rights against any fnrﬁmr inva-
sion. The Southern States can stand by
this for the Union—for it they can stand
without the Union. It is truly a position of
impregnable strength.

Willis and Forrest—-Legal Procedings.

We have already stated, among our law
intelligence, that Mr, Willis bad com-
menced legal proceedings against Mr. For-
rest, for the assault committed by the latter
on the former, in Washington Square, on
Monday last, in which the damages are set
down at ten thousand dollars, or some other
nominal sum between that and a million,
Some intimations were held out from some
quarters, based principally on thé remarks
of Mr. Willis before the police, that a duel
might grow out of the aﬁir, or at least a
journey to Canada, for some such bellige-
rent purpose. We perceive, however, that
the fashion has changed within the last
twenty years, very considerably, in New
York, and that men of fashion do not now
think of fighting with pistols when they can
make war against each other with pettifog-
gers, Well, it is perhaps as good 2 course
to take as any other.

As far as Mr. Forrest is concerned, we
believe he received the intimations of such
a suit being commenced against him, with
feelings of great delight and satisfaction.
On the trial, the unfortunate arti.t willhave
an opportunity of bringing forward all the
e\rﬁence in reference to the unhappy diffi-
culfies which caused himn to proceed to the
extremity “which he did in Washington
Square—an extremity which we by no
means justify—which was contrary to law,
and cannot be approved of, whatever may
be its terrible aggravation, or the agonizing
feeling which caused him to adopt such a
course. Indeed, this affair between Forrest
and the coterie of male dandies' who were
around Mrs. Forrest while he was on pro-
fessional journeys, will be brought forward,
and the whole evidence given to the world,
from the beginning to the end—from alpha
to omega. On}}' a portion, and a small por-
tion, of the evidence has yet appeared in
the public journals—that which was given
to the Legislature of Pennsylvania. Sioce
that time, new, stronger, more powerful,
more startling evidence, of a remarkable
character, has voluntarily come forth and
been furnished to Mr. Forrest, with addi~
tional facts, which will, when placed be-
fore this or any other community, tend to
set the matter in a most important light rela-
tive to him as an injured man; and the fash-
jonable scoundrels who tresspassed on his
grounds, his home, and his house during his
periods of ‘absence. ‘
This is, indeed, a Tamentable and mel-
anshnll{clﬂair. We 'mean not to say a single
word caleulated to do in justice toany one. We
have seen much, and read much, 2nd heard
much, and we have reason to believe that
some of the most astounding revelations will
yet come on this community, like a thunder
clap, for which few will be prepared, and.
which few will be able to resist. The spoil-
ers of Bdwin Forrest’s happiness have
a clique of personages who ought to
scouted, cat, denounced, and furned out
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foreign jmmoralities, undelr__!& name of

fasivion, introduced into our social sys-
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tained by the press, : agains
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any further introdueti ] y po-
litical, or philosophical socialism, from any
lpart of the O}d World,
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Wey have had too much of thess 1
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